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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CONFERENCE 


Helen Hunt West 
Vice Chairman, National Congressional Committee 


P ROBABLY in the entire history of the National 
Woman's Party since the passage of the Suf- 
frage Amendment to the Constitution, there has 
never been a time when its work was of more im- 
portance to women of the United States and of 
the world than at the present time. For this rea- 
son, the National Conference of the Woman’s 


Party called by the chairman, Mrs. Florence Bay- 


ard Hillis for November 30-December 1 in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, is one of the greatest significance. 


The Woman’s Party was the first of the national 
organizations to see the light regarding the polit- 
ical and economic needs of women and from its in- 
ception has carried the torch. To be truly Woman’s 
Party women over a period of years has not been 
merely a matter of membership that could be ac- 
quired. It has necessitated qualifications. It has 


not always been an easy matter to be a member of 


the Woman’s Party. It has taken what men have 
been pleased to term politically “intestinal stam- 
ina.” It has required selfless devotion to a cause, 
the possession and character of which permitted no 
defections. 


The position of women in the political and eco- 


nomic world is being assailed now as never before. 


To keep the gains women have won, it will be neces- 
sary through concerted action to move quickly. 


As usual, the Woman’s Party has been in the 
fore in recognizing this situation. Mrs. Florence 
Bayard Hilles, Woman’s Party Chairman, has felt 
it scarcely necessary in her conference call to point 
out the necessity of all Woman’s Party officers at- 
tending. No conference called at this time can be 
considered routine. It is an extreme emergency 
and should be met with the intelligent action char- 
acteristic of Woman’s Party leaders throughout 
the history of the Party. 


Any gains lost at this time will nullify much of 
the splendid work of the past and it is necessary 
only to look across the Atlantic to nations of 
Europe to see not only the possibility but the prob- 
ability of retrograding. International morale is on 
a toboggan. It must be checked. Women of the 
National Woman’s Party have a great responsi- 
bility and they must meet it. 

There has been arranged for the Columbus, 
Ohio, conference a two-day program. The confer- 
ence will be held at the Deshler-Wallick Hotel, and 
among the speakers will be Mrs. Abby Scott Baker, 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


just back from the League of Nations in Geneva, 
and Rebekah Greathouse, recently returned from 
the international conference in Copenhagen, to- 
gether with Mrs. Harvey Wiley and others whose 
work has been confined to the United States. 
‘Years ago that great pioneer feminist, Susan B. 
Anthony at the close of a life devoted to women 
said: “Failure is impossible,” and women of the 
Woman’s Party, who for years have held high the 
torch of the crusade she started, are urged to 
gather in Columbus on November 30-December 1, 
to make further plans toward keeping that faith. 


Every Woman’s Party officer should be present. 
Women of the United States and of the world are 
looking to them for leadership. It is no time to fail. 
Defeat for women at this stage of the game means 
defeat to advanced civilization. 


PROGRAM, THE BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


November 30th and December Ist, 1935 


Hotel Deshler-Wallick, Columbus, Ohio 
Conference Chairman: Helen Robbins Bittermann 


12:00 M. Registration. 


1:00 P. M. Luncheon in honor of returning emissaries of 
| the National Woman’s Party from Copen- 
hagen and Geneva. 


Toastmistress—Laura M. Berrien, National 
Treasurer. 


Greetings from Helen Robbins Bittermann, 
Conference Chairman. 


Speakers: The Emissaries to Copenhagen and 
Geneva— 
Abby Scott Baker, Geneva. 
Lola Maverick Lloyd, Geneva. 
Rebekah Greathouse, Copenhagen. 
Mrs. Lloyd Williams, Copenhagen. 


7:45 P. M. Mass Meeting—The Equal Rights Amendment 
and the Equal Rights Treaty. Mrs. Valen- 
tine Winters, Ohio State irman, pre- 
siding. 
“f Jane Norman Smith, Chairman, Committee on 
4 Economie Equality. 


en Lena Madesin Phillips, International Presi- 


dent, Federation of Business and. Profes- 
sional Women’s Clubs. 
Edwina Avery, Chairman of Government 
he Council of the National Woman’s 
Helen Hunt West, Florida Chairman of Na- 
tional Woman’s 
Mrs. Harvey W. iley, National Vice 
Chairman of National Woman’s Party. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


November 15, 1935 


Betty Gram Swing, Chairman, Ways and 
Means Committee of National Woman's 
Woman's Party. 


Sunday, December Ist 
Hotel Deshler-Wallick 


10:00 A. M. Business Session. Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, Na- 
tional Vice Chairman presiding. Statements 
and Reports from State Chairmen and Com- 
mittee Chairmen. 

General Discussion. 


1:00 P. M. Luncheon. Discussion: Attack on Women’s 
Right to Work. Mary Murray, 
Industrial Council, presiding. 


Agnes Bryant Dickinson, former Assistant 
Attorney General—“Legal Discrimination 
Against Women in Ohio.” 


Ruth Runyan—Teachers’ Situation. 


Chairmen of Conference Committees 


Publicity ............ Helen Hunt West, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Arrangements ..,.. Dr. Emily L. Stegdill, Columbus, Ohio 
Luncheons ........ Mrs. Frank E. Kirven, Columbus, Ohio 
Resolutions .......... Miss Mathilda Weber, Dayton, Ohio 
Decorations. .Miss Gillette Hayden Rector, Columbus, Ohio 


Headquarters for Conference—All sessions of the Confer- 
ence will 5d 4 at the Hotel Deshler-Wallick. 


Reservations—Reservations at $1.03 cover for the 
Luncheons must be made by Friday, November 29. Check 
or money order must Make 


checks payable to Helen Robbins , 1259 West 
All inquiries and communications 
guld Robb 


the Conference 


Sixth Avenue, Columbus, Ohio. 
should be addressed to Helen ins Bittermann. 


For news of the Conference subscribe to EQUAL RIG 


official organ of the National Woman’s Party, Capi 
Hill, W n, D. C. Subscription Price, $1.00. 


REPRESENTATIVES RETURN FROM 
GENEVA 


BBY SCOTT BAKER and Mabel Vernon 
have just returned from Geneva to Wash- 


ington. 

Mrs. Baker has been in Geneva since August 
where she took a leading part in the campaign for 
7 for women in the Assembly of the League 
of Nations. She went as the representative of 
the Inter American Commission of Women (cre- 
ated by the Sixth Pan American Conference) to 
the Women's Consultative Committee created by 
the League of Nations Council. She also repre- 
sented the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom and the Woman’s Party. 

Mrs. Baker was one of the leaders in the work 


of the Consultative Committee in interviewing 


League delegates on behalf of the two equality 
treaties signed by American Republics at the VIIth 
Pan American Conference which met in Monte- 


video, December, 1933: the Equal Nationality 


Treaty and the Equal Rights Treaty. These 
treaties were on the agenda of this Assembly. 
Largely due to the work done under the direc- 
tion of the Consultative Committee, the Assembly 
adopted two resolutions, the relevant sections of 
which embrace the following action: (1) The As- 
sembly drew the attention of the governments of 


REBEKAH S. GREATHOUSE 


the world to the fact that the Montevideo National 
Treaty is open to adherence by all governments; 
(2) the Assembly recommended the study of the 
whole question of the political and civil status of 
women by governments and women’s organiza- 
tions with a view to further consideration of this 
question. 

This is the first time in the history of the League 
that it has taken steps to examine the whole posi- 
tion of women throughout the world. It is espe- 
cially significant in view of the post-war gains 
made by women toward equality of status have 
suffered set-backs in the last few years. 

The District of Columbia Branch of the Wom- 
an’s Party will give a reception to Mrs. Baker and 
Miss Vernon at National Headquarters on No- 
vember 24. On November 30, the Biennial Con- 
ference of the Woman’s Party, meeting in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, will honor Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Great- 
house at a luncheon for the returning emissaries 
from Europe, including those who represented the 
Woman’s Party at the Open Door Congress at 
9 and those who represented it at 

eva. 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
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THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B Street N. E., Washington, D. C. 
Telephone, Atlantic 1210 | 


OBJECT | 
To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human relationships and in cular to 
secure the adoption of the Equal hts Amendment to the 
National Constitution and the Rights Treaty. They 
read as follows: 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place : Kr its jurisdiction.” 


House — By Ludlow, Ind., Jan. 1938. 
Joint Resolution No. 1.) 


PRESENT STATUS — Senate — Before Judiciary Committee. 
House — Before Judiciary Committee. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


Article 1 


The contracting States ee that u the ratification 
of this treaty men and — 1 equal rights 
throughout the territory subject to their respective juris- 
dictions. 


SIGNED — By the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, 
guay at Montevideo, December, 1933. * 


PRESENT STATUS — On the agenda of the League of Nations As- 
sembly, September, 1935. 


(Registered in U. 8. Patent Office) 
Official organ of The National Woman's Party, published semi- 
| monthly at Washington, D. C. Subscription price, $1.00 per year; 
foreign, $1.50. En at the Post Office at 
Washington, D. C., 1879. 
a “Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.“ 
i INTRODUCED — Senate — By Senator Townsend, Del.. Jan. 4, 1935. 
4 (Senate Joint Resolution Ne. 1.) 
i 
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THE I. L. O. COUNCIL MEETING 
by Lola Maverick Lloyd 
Chairman, International Committee of the Woman’s Party 
Geneva, October 26. 


I decided to stay on in Geneva through the meet- 
ing of the Governing Body of the International 
Labor Office of the League of Nations. The 
“Status of Women” was on the agenda. It had 
been referred to the Governing Body of the I. L. O. 
by the recent League Assembly. | 


Dr. Rosa Welt Straus of Palestine was here 
representing the All Asian Conference of Women; 
Mme. Horup of Denmark, representing the Wom- 
an’s International League for Peace and Freedom, 
and Dr. Johanne Reutz of Norway who worked 
with us during the Assembly when she was an 
official delegate from her country. But little good 
we could do! Those men in the Labor Office are 
more anti-feminist than the first Commission of 
the League. | 

The preliminary document which was circulated 
by the Labor Office at the I. L. O. Council meeting 


said, in part: 
Status of Women 


The 19th item on the Agenda of the 16th session of 
the Assembly of the League of Nations (September, 
1935) was entitled “Status of Women” and was con- 
sidered with particular reference to the Treaty signed 
at Montevidea on December 26, 1933, by the representa- 
tives of the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay 
and Uruguay. 

The Treaty in question contains an all-important 
article which is as follows: “The Contracting States 
agree that 7 — ratification of this Treaty men and 
women shall have equal rights throughout territory 
subject to their respective jurisdictions.” 

The somewhat vague terms of that article might have 
meant that “The examination of the status of women 
as a whole“ —the 8 which the Governments have 


requested should placed on the 
social legislation as r ds women workers, if the fact 
that the International Labor Organization is alone com- 


petent to deal with that question had not excluded a 
ibility of its being examined by the Assembly of the 
of Nations. 
We are trying to keep the subject before the 
League Assembly and not permit it to be rele- 


gated to the mercies of the I. L. O., in spite of the 


fact that the I. L. O. considers itself, as its says, 
“alone competent” to deal with the question! 


THE ALBANY CONFERENCE ON LABOR 
COMPACTS 


by Jane Norman Smith 
Chairman, Committee on Equality of Economic 
Opportunity 


ELEGATES from 18 States— New York, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky and Col- 
orado — attended the Interstate Conference on 
Labor Compacts at Albany, N. Y., on October 18th 
and 19th. This Conference is said to be the largest 
since the inception of the Interstate Compact 
movement. 
State Senator Parkman of Massachusetts, chair- 
man of the Conference, pointed out that in view 


of the Schechter decision by the Supreme Court, 
the first problem should be to pick up the pieces 
left by the shattering of the NRA and salvage a 
minimum wage and establishment of a basic work 
week by means left available by the Supreme 
Court decree. This statement might have led one 
to believe that the principle of equality established 
by NRA codes (although not carried out in wage 
scales) would be maintained. Not at all! In the 
next breath, the chairman saw cause for optimism 
in the fact that one-half of the States have already 
established commissions on interstate compacts. 
He pointed out that seven States, through their 
representatives, have agreed to a compact pro- 
viding for minimum wage legislation for women 
and minors of the mandatory type, of which Mas- 
sachusetts and New Hampshire have ratified the 
compact and three others have enacted laws con- 
forming to the standards set by the compact. 


At its second session, in the face of opposition 
led by the delegates from New Jersey, the Con- 
ference called for adoption of the 40-hour week 
by the States as “a practical possibility.” It ap- 
proved a draft compact to become effective when 
ratified by 15 competing States. 


The Conference approved a model minimum 
wage bill for women and minors in industry and 
urged States to unite in a compact to put it into 
effect. Under the Federal Constitution the con- 
sent of Congress is required before compacts be- 
tween States can become effective. 


Before the Conference, the New York Branch 
of the National Woman’s Party had asked for a 
hearing before the New York Commission on In- 
dustrial Compacts, which was set up by the last 
session of the Legislature to study the compact 
movement. Members of the Commission were 
reminded that restaurant and hotel employers in 
the State of New York are threatening to dismiss 
all of their wome nemployes and replace them by 
men if the proposals of the Minimum Wage Board 
are carried out. One of the largest restaurant 
chains already has made an experiment in a sec- 
tion where it was thought women were indis- 
pensable. Women have been replaced by negro 
and Filipino boys “to the satisfaction of every- 
one” (except the women workers). 


The reply came to the Woman’s Party that 
there would be no public hearings—that the view- 
point of our organization is well known to mem- 
bers of the Commission, and that a sub-committee 
had been appointed to consider the question of 
hours legislation for all workers. . 

When it was announced that the Interstate 
Labor Compacts Conference would meet at Albany, 
the National Woman’s Party asked for a hearing 
before that body also. It was told that only Com- 
mission representatives and State delegates were 
to be present. Regardless of this statement, two 
observers of the International Labor Office at- 
tended the Conference and were allowed to pre- 
sent its views. Thus, representatives of wage- 
earning women who oppose special labor laws for 
women were denied a hearing while the I. L. O., 
which has sponsored the labor conventions which 
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Medical Research since 1925, previously pro 


rank and file of the Woman's Party. 


. EQUA RIGHTS 


discriminate list women — whose. scientific 
studies purport to show that paid work is bad fo 
women, that the rhythm of machinery is disturh: 
ing to the female organism, and that office work 
is a still greater cause of sickness among women 
was heard by. the. Conference. . 


Refused a hearing, on the day of the Confer 
ence the National Woman’s Party, the Nationd 
Association of Woman Lawyers, Bindery Wom 
en’s Union, Local No. 66, the Brooklyn-Manhattar 
Transit Women’s League and other organizatons 
telegraphed the Conference, demanding that it 
justice to women, all labor proposals considers 
by the Conference should apply to all workers ar 
not to women alone. 


The Conference adjourned to convene agai 
within a few weeks in Ohio or Missouri. Betwee 
now and then, National Woman’s Party members 
in every State should notify their Governor ant 
members of the State Legislature, as well as Sen 
ators and Representatives in Congress, of theif 
opposition to Minimum Wage 9 applying 

to women but not to men. 


Dre Florence Rena Sabin, member, Natior 8 
Advisory Committee of the Woman's Party; 3 
staff member of the Rockefeller Institute fot 


TRIBUTE TO ‘DR. 


fessor of histology at the Johns Hopkins Univer 

_ sity, has been awarded the M. Carey Thomas Prize 

of $5,000 of Bryn Mawr College, which is given 
at intervals to an American woman in recognitior 
of eminent achievement. The presentation we 
made on November 2 on the occasion. of the:celé 
bration of the fiftieth anniversary of the found 
ing of the college. (Science, October 18, 1935. 


IN MEMORIAM 
Dora Sedgwick Hazard. i 
The Woman s Party mourns one of its most 

loved and honored officers in the passing of M 
Frederick Hazard of Syracuse. Mrs. Haza 
joined the Woman’s Party when it was found 
in 1913 and was a member of its National Ad: 
visory. Council until her recent death. She was 
ever most generous in her gifts of time and money, 
Her great influence in her own community 2 
always at the service of the Woman's Party i 
any endeavor for the welfare of women. One o 
her last acts was to call upon the women of Syra- 
cuse to demand of the Syracuse member of the 
Judiciary Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives that he give his active support to the Eq 


Rights Amendment. 5 


One of her colleagues on the National Council 
“Our dear 


has written to National Headquarters: 
Mrs. Hazard was one of the noblest spirits I ever 


knew. We never appealed to her in vain. She 


had dignity always and it was never a pose, as it 
was innate.” So felt all of her friends of t 
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Of EQUAL RIGHTS, 


al organ, National Woman's yg 
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aforesaid, personally appeared Emily 


been duly 
sworn according to law, deposes and says that she is the — of 
EQUAL RIGHTS, official organ, National Woman's Party, Inc., and 
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EMILY PERRY, Editor. 


LEOLA K. ALVEY, Notary Public. 
(My commission expires October 28, 1987.) 
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